IMPORTANT SPELLING NEWS
Dear Parents,

We are excited to inform you that our district has chosen a new phonics, spelling, and vocabulary program called Words Their Way. The main benefit of Words Their Way is that it differentiates instruction, allowing each child to work at his/her appropriate instructional level. 

Students have been given an initial spelling inventory to help guide us in placing each student into a group of words. From this point, students will begin working with a different group of words each week. Words will be introduced each Monday in class. Word work in our classroom will include sorting our words into categories, and noticing similarities and differences between words that sound alike.

Students will continue to have biweekly spelling tests. Spell tests will be every other Fridays. For each spelling check we will ask students to spell a random group of 14 of their words for the week. The main purpose of these spelling checks will be to help guide each student’s instruction, versus memorization of the words.

Words Their Way focuses less on memorization and more on allowing students to work with the words during word sorts to give them the chance to learn the spelling pattern. Word work at home and school will reflect this philosophy. On the back of this letter you will find what you can do to help your child at home. 
We are excited about the opportunity to work with your child using Words Their Way. If you have any questions about Words Their Way, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,








Mrs. Parada
Third Grade Teacher
What Can You Do to Help?
On Mondays: A set of words will be sent home. Have your child cut out the words and sort them in categories. Remind your child to sort the words in categories like the ones in school. Your child should read each word aloud during this activity. Ask your child to explain to you why the words are sorted in a particular way. 

Here are additional activities you can do with your child at home using the words:

· BLIND SORT- Lay down a word from each category as a header and then read the rest of the words aloud - one at a time. Encourage your child to spell the word and decide in which category it belongs. 
· BUDDY SORT- Lay down the pattern headers and read the rest of the words aloud. The child must indicate where the word goes without seeing it and point to the pattern where the word belongs. Add the word to the category the student selected.
· WORD HUNT- Assist your child in doing a word hunt by looking for words in a book or a magazine that have the same sound, pattern, or both. Try to find two or three words for each category.
· SENTENCES- Encourage your child to write complete sentences that incorporate the words from each category and their meaning.
· SPEED SORT- Sort the words into the correct category as fast as possible. You can time your child.
· WRITING SORT- As you call out the words in a random order, your child should write them in sorted categories. Add some words that fit the patterns but are not in the original sort.
NOTHING IS RETURNED OR DUE TO THE TEACHER. THE ABOVE ACTIVITIES ARE JUST FOR PRACTICE AT HOME.
